
Hello Gatewood Mantis Families!  
 
Thank you for your interest in this fascinating project. I am working on making the physical process as simple 

as possible for you, but this requires wordy explanations here, as this is an atypical activity 😊 So please read 

on for information, and please ask me questions. I have reared mantises for over a decade, but this is my first 
year reproducing it for others, and my intention here is to help you understand what you're doing and avoid 
pitfalls (basically losing your egg case before it even starts). Please let me know if you have feedback! 
 
If you're not into wordy explanations, you can totally just wing it. But read The Basics, below, in bold. I need to 
know when you want your child to bring your egg case home. 
 
 
The Basics. 
The egg case will be in a small box inside a small brown paper bag with your child's name on it. It must 
go directly home: overheating on a sunny day happens in minutes and will sterilize/kill an egg case. 
There's a basic info sheet with info from this email in the bag. 
 
You won't have to touch the egg case or any insects. Unless you want to.  
 
You need a tree, bush, or garden to place the (packaged) egg case in. 
 
Please let me know which day you want your child to pick up, and I will work with you to have them in 
the classrooms by end of the school day. 
 
 
The Details. 
First things first: What the heck am I talking about.  
This is about bringing home a praying mantis egg case to have as garden pets. The egg case is where the 
mama mantis puts all her eggs (this process is called "oviposition", translated as "egg-putting"). The scientific 
term for the egg case is "ootheca" (ooh-ooh-THEEK-uh), which translates literally as "egg box". It is about the 
size of a walnut, looks and feels like brown styrofoam. Inside this odd ball are hundreds of mantis eggs. After 
enough warm days to support the necessary metabolic processes, baby mantises emerge and cover the 
immediate area, spending the next 8 months snapping up insects and growing. They die in the fall after a full 
life of keeping your garden pests under control and being totally awesome. 
 
What to expect. 
Your child will have a brown paper bag. Inside the bag, a little decorative wedding favor box. Inside the box, the 
ootheca on a stick. The bag is to protect the whole thing and make it easy to carry. The decorative box is my 
current attempt to thwart crows while allowing the newly emerging mantis pups to disperse naturally. We will 
see how they work out, I am hopeful. The stick is to hold the ootheca up, so the newly emerging pups can hang 
for a few moments to dry and harden their soft new exoskeletons. I believe you can place the box into a bush 
or hang it from a branch very easily, maybe use a staple or binder clip to make the top into a hanger. If you see 
crows interested in it, pick a new spot. I am interested in your feedback in this area. I lose a lot of ootheca this 
way.  
 
It is ideal to put the box in a place with lots of small branches/limbs/leaves and cover to hide when they first 
emerge. It also helps if the plant they are born on has neighboring plants to disperse to, bridgey-like. Lastly, try 
to choose a home plant that has plenty of insect activity/insect buffet for the mantises. However, some insects 
are predatory, and new mantises are super vulnerable to birds, ants, even wasps. Once they find a case that is 
emerging, these predators will create a caravan to take each baby mantis as they emerge back to their nest. It 
can be quite the education. Of course, everything about this project is an opportunity to be amazed, so if you 
have an unfortunate end for your pups, keep in mind the greater ecological picture, and the opportunity to see 
just how evil wasps are. 
 
If you are interested in having this project indoors, I can guide two ways to do this, either inside from the start, 
or start outside and transfer a few inside when you/they are ready. Those details are below. 
 
 
  



So, what is a Praying Mantis? 
Google will be much more interesting than the following paragraphs, but if you insist: Praying mantises are 
predatory insects that are often used by gardeners and horticulturists to manage pest insects. They eat insects 
and other small arthropods that are a) small enough and b) move fast enough to be noticed. In the terrarium, I 
feed flightless fruit flies and crickets, depending on the mantis' size.  
 
You will be bringing home a mantis egg case, which I have pinned to a stick and stuck in a box. 
Mama mantis expels a foam (like whipped cream?) onto a branch, then pokes many eggs into the foam, then 
the foam hardens. Youtube "Praying mantis oviposition" for informative visuals. It is a fascinating process. This 
all happens in the fall, right before the mom mantis croaks, a la Charlotte the literate 
spider. Mantises overwinter as eggs in the ootheca, and when the spring sun gives them enough energy, they 
hatch within and emerge from the egg case. This is quite the experience to behold. Over the course of the next 
6-8 months, those pups hunt and grow. Mantises are "sit and wait" predators, like spiders, which means that 
they hang out in one spot waiting for food to walk by. Hence the camouflage. If the get hungry, they go roaming 
until they find food, then they stay there. So they are easy to keep track of and fun to find. It is easy to 
supplement outdoor mantis pets with flightless fruit flies, I can help you with a cheap jar population. 
 
These mantises are "chinese mantises", which are not native to the U.S., but are not invasive (they don't 
disrupt the ecology because they eat lots of different things and are eaten by lots of different things).  
 
Pluralizing "mantis". 
You can say "mantises" or "mantids", I use whichever fits better in the sentence. You can also just make a new 
pluralization and see how that goes.  
 
 
Supplies needed for indoor mantis keeping are: 
Terrarium, preferably 20 gallons, though we can make a smaller tank work! The tank needs a top, the 
mesh/perforated kind. And if you are starting with the tank (as opposed to starting outside and bringing an older 
one in as a pet), you will need to line the top with fabric. This is not hard: a glue gun and an old pillowcase will 
carry you through. 
Plants, they should be low, small, with open branches. I am happy to help with specific pictures/suggestions. 
Plants are the best way to manage humidity and help with oxygen and providing critical hanging spots. 
Soil. For the plants. Nothing fancy. 
Sand. I use white sand because the feed animals (fruit flies and crickets) hide in/on dark soil. The sand makes 
an even surface and provides visual contrast. Different sands act differently with water 
(hydrophobic/hydrophilic), I recommend a pet/reptile sand from a pet store, it takes water better than 
decorative/botanical sand and is the cheapest option anyway at around $15 for a bag. Plus, pesticides are 
common in horticulture. Avoid pesticides, they will end your project.  
  
If you are still onboard with setting up a terrarium/have these supplies, email me and I will get you set up with 
pictures and directions. Not a difficult task, but more complicated than sticking a box in a tree. 
 
 
Thanks again for being a part of my pilot project, and please ask all the questions you have! 
 
Oothecally yours, 
Jen the Mantis Fairy 

 


